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Three Dimensions in Constructing the Chinese Path to

Modernization Discourse System

AiSilin'  Chen Tianying®
(1. Institute for Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,
Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China;
2. School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P.R.China)

Abstract: The Chinese path to modernization led by the Communist Party of China (CPC) is
socialist modernization with distinctive Chinese characteristics. It points out both the path and
direction of development for China’ s modernization, and creates China’ s new model for human
progress. The discourse system construction of the Chinese path to modernization is a theorization
and practical summary in a realistic way. From a perspective of discourse system, it is a theoretical
interpretative summary of the great socialist practice with Chinese characteristics and an analysis of
the historical practice process of Chinese path to modernization. Thus, it can theoretically guarantee
the contemporary interpretation of socialist development in the 21st century. Nevertheless, the
Chinese path to modernization’ s communication and acceptance must go through the process of
discourse system construction whether the path is regarded as the strategic concept of national
development or it promotes the value that strives for the ethic unity and progress. It is only in this
way that we can consolidate the achievements of practicing socialism with Chinese characteristics
respond to the western countries’ disbelief in the Chinese path to modernization, and prevent the
Chinese path to modernization from being mystified and annihilated by particular international

communities, and present a credible, appealing and respectable image of China. The discourse
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system construction of the Chinese path to modernization highlights the CPC’ s achievements over
100 years’ struggle and it is one of the manifestations of over 100 years’ history of the Party in the
new journey. Therefore, our confidence is increased and the synergy is built for the realization of the
second century goal. The advancing Chinese practice, profound Chinese traditional culture and
Marxist theory provide vitality has laid a solid foundation for constructing the discourse system of the
Chinese path. The discourse system not only follows the human society’s general development law
during its modernization, but also focuses on the common values of humanity and communication
among civilizations. In this way, the discourse system indicates meaning of the world value for the
development of humanity and provides a value basis for the discourse system construction. We
should boost the discourse system construction of the Chinese path to modernization in order to
ensure the leadership of the discourse system in practice. In the principle of discourse construction,
we should adhere to the fundamental principle of upholding the leadership of the CPC, and focus on
the prevailing value of the mainstream ideology, so as to take it as the core content of the party’s
leadership system, principles, policies, and propositions in the practice of modernization for serving
the needs of the Party’s leadership practice in modernization. Also, it is necessary to present the
correctness and legitimacy of the modernization practice led by the Party from the discourse level,
highlighting the mainstream ideology’s soundness and modernity to ensure that the Chinese path to
modernization always moves in the right course. For interpreting the discourse, we should keep
discourse awareness; vigorously and timely transform the advanced concept and practice of the
Chinese path to modernization into the innovative discourse with core competitiveness highlighting
the advantages of theory. In the communication practice of discourse system, it is necessary to adopt
a media easy to access and its content easy to understand for the public, so it forms a multidimensional
communication space which can show the process of the Chinese path to modernization in an all-
round way for presenting the advantage, necessity, and vision in the Chinese path to modernization
discourse system. Therefore, the recognition of the discourse audience to the discourse system can
be enhance for making all-around efforts in the Chinese path to modernization to complete the
mission of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Keywords: Chinese path to modernization; Discourse system; System Construction; Practical path
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